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the control of Austria, so that Austrian influence might be a
counterpoise to that of Russia.
When Beaconsfield returned home, bringing, as he said,
" peace with honour," he was greeted with rapturous enthusi-
asm, and was rewarded by the delighted Queen with the Order
of the Garter.1
§ 314. the pendulum swings again.—But pride goes
before a fall: from this moment nothing seemed to go
right for the Conservative Ministry. British farmers now
began to feel the competition of the foreign wheatfields
which had grown up to supply the British market since
the repeal of the Corn Laws ; and this agricultural " de-
pression " helped to cause one of those " slumps" in
commerce which occur periodically in industrial countries.
People generally blame the Government of the day for these
" bad times," whether it has any share of responsibility for
them or not.
Moreover, several of Beaconsfield's " imperialist" schemes
turned out unfortunately. His fears of Russian designs on
India impelled him to send out as Viceroy his personal friend
Lord Lytton, with instructions to prevent the Czar from gain-
ing control of Afghanistan. Lytton compelled the Amir to re-
ceive a British envoy who was to control his foreign policy;
but a few months later the envoy and all his staff were murdered
in Kabul by a mutinous Afghan army. Sir Frederick Roberts
retrieved British prestige by a campaign in the course of which
he made a daring march through the wilderness from Kabul
to Kandahar; but it was evident that the policy of interven-
tion would require a permanent British garrison in Afghanistan,
which would have entailed a ruinous expense on the Indian
Government. So a return had to be made to the system of
1 The arrangements made by the Berlin Congress were not so successful
as appeared at the time. The " Big Bulgaria " came into existence a few
years later; the possession of -Egypt could have saved Britain ^many
difficulties later on; and the encouragement of Austrian influence in the
Balkans was the immediate cause of the Great War,

